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to each such program, advise the board with respect to: E. In discharging the functions authorized under this

1. such program's compliance with the provisions of
these rules relating to the conduct of such programs;

2. the number of students enrolled and participating in the Advisory Committee members pursuant to §2551.A.2 and
such program during the preceding year; D shall be considered confidential. Advisory Committee

3. the number of graduates of such program having
taken the National Board of Respiratory Care entry-level
examination and the number of such graduates having
successfully passed such examination; and

4. any recommendations the committee may have with
respect to the future conduct of such program and regulation
of the same by the board.

C. In discharging the responsibilities provided for by this
section, the committee shall have authority to:

1. periodically request and obtain necessary and
appropriate information from hospitals or other institutions
located in this state which are affiliated with and at which are
conducted a nontraditional respiratory care education and
training programs, from the coordinators of such program, and
from students enrolled in such programs; and

2. periodically conduct visits of the hospitals or other
institutions at which such programs are conducted in this state.

D. To carry out its duties of §2551.A.2, the Advisory
Committee is authorized by the board to advise and assist the
board in the review and approval of continuing professional
education programs and licensee satisfaction of continuing
professional education requirements for renewal of licensure,
as prescribed by Chapter 25.G, including the authority and
responsibility to:

1. evaluate organizations and entities providing or
offering to provide continuing professional education
programs for respiratory therapists and respiratory therapy
technicians and provide recommendations to the board with
respect to the board's recognition and approval of such
organizations and entities as sponsors of qualifying continuing
professional education programs and activities pursuant to
§2559 of these rules; and

2. review documentation of continuing professional
education by respiratory therapists and respiratory therapy
technicians, verify the accuracy of such documentation, and
evaluation of and make recommendations to the board with
respect to whether programs and activities evidenced by
applicants for renewal of licensure comply with and satisfy the
standards for such programs and activities prescribed by these
rules; and

3. request and obtain from applicants for renewal of
licensure such additional information as the Advisory
Committee may deem necessary or appropriate to enable it to
make the evaluations and provide the recommendations for
which the committee is responsible.

section the Advisory Committee and the individual members
thereof shall, when acting within the scope of such authority,
be deemed agents of the board. All information obtained by

members are prohibited from communicating, disclosing, or in
any way releasing to anyone, other than the board, any
information or documents obtained when acting as agents of
the board without first obtaining written authorization from the
board.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:3351-3361, R.S. 37:1270(B)(6), and R.S. 37:3357.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 19:747 (June 1993),
amended LR 22:1219 (December 1996).

Subchapter G. Continuing Professional
Education

§2553. Scope of Subchapter

The rules of this subchapter provide standards for the
continuing professional education requisite to the annual
renewal of licensure as a respiratory therapist or respiratory
therapy technician, as required by §§2543 and 2555 of these
rules, and prescribe the procedures applicable to satisfaction
and documentation of continuing professional education in
connection with application for renewal of licensure.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:3357(D) and R.S. 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 22:1219 (December
1996).

§2555. Continuing Professional Educational
Requirement

A. Subject to the exceptions specified in §2569 of this
subchapter, to be eligible for renewal of licensure for 1998 and
thereafter, a respiratory therapist or respiratory therapy
technician shall, within each year during which he holds
licensure, evidence and document, upon forms supplied by the
board, successful completion of not less than 10 hours, or 1.0
continuing education unit (CEU) of continuing education
courses sanctioned by the American Association of
Respiratory Care, the Respiratory Care Advisory Committee
to the board, or their successors. Not less than six of the
required hours shall be related to cardiopulmonary care.

B. One Continuing Education Unit (CEU) constitutes and
is equivalent to 10 hours of participation in organized
continuing professional education programs approved by the
board and meeting the standards prescribed in this subchapter.
One hour of continuing education credit is equivalent to 50
minutes of instruction.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:3357(D) and R.S. 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 22:1219 (December



Chapter 25 46:XLV.2559

65 Louisiana Administrative Code March 1999

1996).

§2557. Qualifying Continuing Professional Education
Programs

A. To be acceptable as qualifying continuing professional
education under these rules, a program shall:

1. have significant and substantial intellectual or
practical content dealing principally with matters germane and
relevant to the practice of respiratory therapy;

2. have pre-established written goals and objectives,
with its primary objective being to maintain or increase the
participant's competence in the practice of respiratory therapy;

3. be presented by persons whose knowledge and/or
professional experience is appropriate and sufficient to the
subject matter of the presentation;

4. provide a system or method for verification of
attendance or course completion; and

5. be a minimum of 50 continuous minutes in length.

B. Other approved continuing education activities include:

1. earning a grade of "C" or better in a course related to
health care in an academic setting, or grade of "pass" in a
pass/fail course. One credited semester hour will be deemed to
equal 15 contact hours.

2. programs on advanced cardiac life support (ACLS),
pediatric advanced life support (PALS), or neonatal advanced
life support (NALS), each of which will equal 10 contact
hours;

3. successfully completing a recredentialling
examination for the highest credential held by the respiratory
therapist or respiratory therapy technician including certified
respiratory therapy technician (CRTT), registered respiratory
therapist (RRT), certified pulmonary function technologist
(CPFT), registered pulmonary function technologist (RPFT),
registered cardiovascular technologist (RCVT), and certified
cardiovascular technologist (CCVT), with each such
recredentialling examination equal to 10 contact hours;

4. initial certification as a CPFT, RPFT Perinatal/Pedi
Specialist, RCVT, or CCVT and each such certification will
equal 10 hours;

5. any accredited home study/correspondence program
issued by an approved organization as set out in §2559.A.
Credit will be issued in the same manner as earning a grade of
C or better in a course related to health care in an academic
setting within that one semester hour will equal 15 contact
hours;

6. any instructor course taken in preparation for teaching
a course.

C. None of the following programs, seminars, or activities
shall be deemed to qualify as acceptable CPE programs under
these rules:

1. any program not meeting the standards prescribed by
§2557.A;

2. independent study not approved or sponsored by one
of the organizations identified as a program sponsor in
§2559.A;

3. in-service education provided by a sales
representative;

4. teaching, training, or supervisory activities not
specifically included in §2557.B;

5. holding office in professional or governmental
organizations, agencies, or committees;

6. participation in case conferences, informal
presentations, or in service activities;

7. giving or authorizing verbal or written presentations,
seminars or articles, or grant applications; or

8. passing basic cardiac life support (BCLS).

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:3357(D) and R.S. 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 22:1220 (December
1996).

§2559. Approval of Program Sponsors

A. Any program, course, seminar, workshop, or other
activity meeting the standards prescribed by §2557 shall be
deemed approved for purposes of satisfying continuing
education requirements under this subchapter, if sponsored or
offered by the American Association for Respiratory Care
(AARC), any AARC-chartered affiliate, the Louisiana
Hospital Association, the Louisiana Nurses Association, the
American Lung Association, the American Heart Association,
the American College of Chest Physicians, the American
Thoracic Society, the American Nursing Association, the
American Society of Cardiovascular Professionals, the
American Medical Association, the American College of
Cardiology, the Louisiana Association for Home Care, the
Louisiana Association of Cardiovascular and Pulmonary
Rehabilitation, the Louisiana State Medical Society, any
hospital or agency belonging to the Louisiana Hospital
Association, any hospital or agency accredited by the Joint
Commission on Accreditation of Health care Organizations
(JCAHO), and Cardiovascular Credentialling International.

B. Upon the recommendation of the Advisory Committee,
the board may designate additional organizations and entities
whose programs, courses, seminars, workshops, or other
activities shall be deemed approved by the board for purposes
of qualifying as an approved continuing professional education
program under §2557.A.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:3357(D) and R.S. 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 22:1220 (December
1996).



46:XLV.2561 PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS

66Louisiana Administrative Code March 1999

§2561. Approval of Program

A. A continuing professional education program or activity
sponsored by an organization or entity not deemed approved
by the board pursuant to §2559.A may be pre-approved by the
board as a program qualifying and acceptable for satisfying
continuing professional education requirements under the
subchapter upon written request to the board therefore, upon
a form supplied by the board, providing a complete description
of the nature, location, date, content, and purpose of such
program and such other information as the board or Advisory
Committee may request to establish the compliance of such
program with the standards prescribed by §2557. Any such
requests for pre-approval respecting a program which makes
and collects a charge for attendance shall be accompanied by
a nonrefundable processing fee of $30.

B. Any such written request shall be referred by the board
to the Advisory Committee for its recommendation. If the
Advisory Committee recommendation is against the approval,
the board shall give notice of such recommendation to the
person or organization requesting approval and such person or
organization may appeal to the Advisory Committee's
recommendation to the board by written request delivered to
the board within 10 days of such notice. The Advisory
Committee or board's decision with respect to approval of any
such activity shall be final. Persons and organizations
requesting pre-approval of continuing professional education
programs should allow not less than 60 days for such requests
to be processed.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:3357(D) and R.S. 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 22:1221 (December
1996).

§2563. Documentation Procedure

A. A form for annual documentation and certification of
satisfaction of the continuing professional education
requirements prescribed by these rules shall be mailed by the
board to each respiratory therapist or respiratory therapy
technician subject to such requirements with the application
for renewal of licensure form mailed by the board pursuant to
§2543 of these rules. Such form shall be completed and
delivered to the board with the licensee's renewal application.

B. A respiratory therapist or respiratory therapy technician
shall maintain a record or certificate of attendance for at least
four years from the date of completion of the continuing
education program.

C. The board or Advisory Committee shall randomly select
for audit no fewer than three percent of the licensees each year
for an audit of continuing education activities. In addition, the
board or Advisory Committee has the right to audit any
questionable documentation of activities. Verification shall be
submitted within 30 days of the notification of audit. A
licensee's failure to notify the board of a change of mailing

address will not absolve the licensee from the audit
requirement.

D. Any certification of continuing professional education
not presumptively approved by the board pursuant to these
rules, or pre-approved by the board in writing, shall be
referred to the Advisory Committee for its evaluation and
recommendations pursuant to §2551.D.1. The board's decision
with respect to approval and recognition of any such program
or activity shall be final.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:3357(D) and R.S. 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 22:1221 (December
1996).

§2565. Failure to Satisfy Continuing Professional
Education Requirements

A. An applicant for renewal of licensure who fails to
evidence satisfaction of the continuing professional education
requirements prescribed by these rules shall be given written
notice of such failure by the board. The license of the
applicant shall remain in full force and effect for a period of
90 days following the mailing of such notice, following which
it shall be deemed expired, unrenewed, and subject to
revocation without further notice, unless the applicant shall
have, within 90 days, furnished the board satisfactory
evidence, by affidavit, that:

1. the applicant has satisfied the applicable continuing
professional education requirements;

2. the applicant is exempt from such requirements
pursuant to these rules; or

3. the applicant's failure to satisfy the continuing
professional education requirements was occasioned by
disability, illness, or other good cause as may be determined
by the board.

B. The license of a respiratory therapist or respiratory
therapy technician whose license has expired by nonrenewal
or has been revoked for failure to satisfy the continuing
professional education requirements of these rules may be
reinstated by the board upon written application to the board,
made not more than two years from the date of expiration or
revocation, accompanied by payment of a reinstatement fee, in
addition to all other applicable fees and costs, of $50, together
with documentation and certification that:

1. the applicant has, for each year since the date on
which the applicant's license lapsed, expired or was revoked,
completed eight hours (0.8 CEU) of qualifying continuing
professional education, and if the application for reinstatement
is made more than one year following the date on which such
license lapsed, expired or was revoked, the applicant shall
evidence completion of an additional four hours of qualifying
continuing professional education since the date on which the
applicant's license lapsed, expired or was revoked; or

2. the applicant has, within one year prior to making
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application of reinstatement taken and successfully passed the the private office of a physician or in clinics in which a
recertification examination of the National Board for physician practices as provided under R.S. 37:1292, as
Respiratory Care. hereafter amended or supplemented.

C. Any licensee who falsely certifies attendance and/or
completion of the required continuing education requirement
will be subject to disciplinary action.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:3357(D) and R.S. 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 22:1221 (December
1996), amended LR 24:1502 (August 1998).

§2567. Waiver of Requirements

The board may, in its discretion upon the recommendation
of the Advisory Committee, waive all or part of the continuing
professional education required by these rules in favor of a
respiratory therapist or respiratory therapy technician who Application—a written request directed to and received by
makes written requests for such waiver to the board and the board upon forms supplied by the board, for a certificate
evidences to the satisfaction of the board a permanent physical to perform radiological examinations or treatments in the
disability, illness, financial hardship, or other similar private office of a physician or in clinics in which a physician
extenuating circumstances precluding the individual's practices in the state of Louisiana, together with all
satisfaction of continuing professional education requirements. information, certificates, documents, and other materials

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:3357(D) and R.S. 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 22:1222 (December
1996).

§2569. Exceptions to the Continuing Professional
Education Requirements

The continuing professional education requirements
prescribed by this subchapter as requisite to renewal of
licensure shall not be applicable to:

1. a respiratory therapist or respiratory therapy
technician employed exclusively by, or at an institution
operated by, any department or agency of the United States; or

2. a respiratory therapist or respiratory therapy
technician who has held an initial Louisiana license on the
basis of examination for less than one year.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:3357(D) and R.S. 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 22:1222 (December
1996).

Chapter 29. Private Radiologic
Technologists

Subchapter A. General Provisions
§2901. Scope

The rules of this Chapter govern the certification as to
proficiency of private radiologic technologists to perform
diagnostic or therapeutic radiological examinations or both in

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1270(B)(6) and R.S. 37:1292.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Human Resources, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 13:574
(October 1987).

§2903. General Definitions

Applicant—a person who has applied to the board for a
certificate to perform diagnostic or therapeutic radiological
examinations or treatments or both in the private office of a
physician or in clinics in which a physician practices and
under the direct supervision of a physician licensed to practice
medicine by the board.

required by the board.

Board—the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners
created pursuant to R.S. 37:1261-1291, as hereafter amended
or supplemented,

Certificate—the lawful authority of a person to use
radioactive materials or equipment emitting or detecting
ionizing radiation on humans to perform a diagnostic or
therapeutic examination or treatment or both in the private
office of a physician or in a clinic in which a physician
practices and under the direct supervision of a physician
licensed to practice medicine by the board, said authority
being evidenced by a certificate of proficiency duly issued by
and under the official seal of the board.

Clinic—a facility where patients are studied or treated on
an outpatient basis by physicians specializing in various or
particular ailments and practicing as a group.

Direct Supervision of a Physician—pursuant to specific
instructions, oral or in writing, or otherwise according to
prescription given directly by the physician to the private
radiologic technologist.

Education Program—a set of formally structured
activities designed to provide students with the knowledge and
skills necessary to perform diagnostic or therapeutic
radiological examinations or treatments or both, with
evaluation of student performance according to predetermined
objectives.

Formal Training—training or education, including either
didactic or clinical practicum or both, which has a specified
objective, planned activities for students, and suitable methods
for measuring student attainment, and which is offered,
sponsored, or approved by an organization or institution able
to meet or enforce these criteria.


